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MARYLAND MEDICAL CARE PROGRAM 






Survey of Dental Needs 
Among Group Eligible For Free Medical Care 






Richard C. Leonard, D.D.S. 







Prior to its inauguration it was estimated that the Mary- 
land Medical Care Program would eventually devote approximate- 
ly 20 per cent ofits budget in the field of dental services. 
This estimate was based upon a somewhat thorough review of 
the literature and the opinions of a number of individuals 
particularly interested in dental health economics. At best 
the estimate was sheer guess work, there being, so far as 
could be discovered, no factual data on which a percentage 
figure might be based. 












Nothing has happened since the inauguration df the program 
to indicate that the anticipated percentage was not correct. 
But, frankly, rather than approaching the estimate dental ex- 
penditures under the program have fluctuated month by month 
between five and ten per cent of the total expenditures. Be- 
lief that the original estimate was justified, the failure 
to approach that figure raised the question "Why?" In trying 
to find the answer - or, rather, the answers for there are, 
apparently, several - it was evident that among several"un- 
knowns" of our problem a most important one was the matter of 
just how much dental service was needed among the group eli-~ 
gible for care under the program. Accordingly, it was decided 
that a survey should be made of dental needs. Since it was 
impractical to attempt such a survey on a_ state-wide scale, 
it was further decided to "sample" the state by surveying 
certain counties selected so as to serve as a reflection of 
the needs of all the counties. The survey of one county has 
just been completed and the data obtained is presented here- 
with, together with pertinent comments on certain of the 


figures. 














































Kent County, largely of rural population, is located on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Its 1946 population was esti- 
mated to be 13,632 of which 9,571 were white and 4,061 were 
colored. Three dentists (white) currently practice in the 
county, two actively, me on a basis approaching self-retire- 
ment. An additional white practitioner is at present con- 
templating establishing practice. All practices are located 
in the county seat, Chestertown. 









The “welfare group" of the county (to which the medical 
care program is limited) average in number between 140 and 
150. Negroes predominate in the welfare group and constitute 
a special problem so far as dental care is concerned. For 
while dental service te the negro pgpulation is rendered, it 
is largely limited to "emergencies. 
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Maryland Medical Care Program 


The survey of the dental needs of this group was made in 
two steps. Initially an effort was made by correspondence to 
have the group visit the county health department's health 
center for the dental examination. Handicapped jointly by 
lack of transportation and disinterest, less than forty re- 
sponded. Consequently, at later dates, home visits were made 
by the county nurse and the writer and the dental inspec- 
tions: made on those of the group found at home. The combined 
"steps" resulted in the survey of 97 of the welfare group. 


A flash light - tongue depressor inspection was made of 
most mouths, mouth mirrors and explorers being used only in 
those instances in which doubts arose as to conditions. Ac- 
cordingly, the data obtained is recognized as not being com- 
pletely accurate. It is believed to approach completeness 
sufficiently to serve the purpose of the survey. 


In the accompanying table individual needs are combined 
into certain age groups and entire group totals. The three 
age groups were set on a basis of having a sufficient number 
in each to justify the compilation. Individually the survey 
was intended to disclose the following: (1) number fillable 
carious teeth (D); number missing permanent teeth (M); num- 
ber carious teeth with extraction indicated (DM); mmber per- 
sons with pyorrhetic conditions (P); number pyorrhetic tee 
needing extraction (PM); number of filled teeth (F). PM and 
DM teeth are combined in the accompanying chart and, of 
course, both are counted in the total DMF figure. In the 
youngest age group both deciduous and permanent teeth are in- 
cluded in the figures given. Permanent teeth only are count- 
ed in the two older age groups. 


In the youngest age group only @ comparatively slight dif- 
ference is noted in the average number of DMF in females and 
in males, (3.5 and 4.7). In the middle age group the dif- 
ference in average DMF by sexis more marked, -(14.6and 23,0). 
In the oldest age group the variation is again lessened 
(27.2 and 31.5). 


Differences noted in the average DMF rates by races is of 
particular interest not only because of the lesser average 
figure among fmegroes in each of the three groups (group l- 
W 4.7, C 3.45 group 2 - W 22.0, C 14.1; group 3-W 30.0, 
C 28.0) but because a further breakdown into the extraction 
needs of the two racesin group 3 shows an average of 3.3 for 
Whites and 11.5 for negroes. 
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Maryland Medical Care Program 


Since prosthesis is an included service of the program in 
some counties the survey included figures m the number wear- 
ing dentures and needing them. The latter figure, however, 
was considered open to qualification insofar as the advisa- 
bility of dentures were concerned. Hence, in the original 
tabulation the "dentures needed" (N) was further classified 
by "need doubted" (ND). The basis of this classification was 
either one of present age, period of time edentulous and with- 
out dentures, a other indications of impracticability of at- 
tempting prosthetic restorations. In age group 2 of the 13 
listed as needing dentures all were classified as definite; 
in age group 3 of the 81 cases of denture needs 64 were clas- 
sified as being "doubtful" so far as the advisability of 
prosthesis was concerned. Accordingly, the denture needs 
total are 30. Of these 16 are white and 14 negroes. As pre- 
viously indicated the latter cases constitute a particularly 
difficult problem. 


Until additional data from other counties is obtained it 
would seem unwise to apply Kent County figures to the ulti- 
mate purpose of the survey, namely, to use them for greater 
emphasis at the state level on the dental phase of the medi- 
cal care program. However, the initial survey permits a 
definite refutation to any inference that the low dental ex- 
penditures are due to a lack of need. Rather, the figures 


prove that even a reasonable approach to the completion of 
the found needs would tend to increase dental expenditures 
to or beyond the initial estimate of 20 per cent of the pro- 
gram's budget. 





Dental Needs of 97 Recipients of Benefits 


of Medical Care Program in Kent County © Mary land 
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TOPICAL FLUORINE APPLICATION AS A PUBLIC HEALTH MEASURE” 
By 
H. Shirley Dwyer, D.D.S. 
Dental Director, New Hampshire State Health Department 


This is a preliminary report of a two-year study on the 
use of topically applied sodium fluoride as a routine public 
health measure. Any findings as to the effectiveness of the 
fluoride applications are merely incidental, and not the 
primary objective of the study. However, such findings have 
been carefully recorded and checked for accuracy and are 
based on reliable, valid data. 


The possibility of fluorinating the drinking water has 
been ruled out as a practical measure in our State. A large 
percent of our population are not using a metered water sup- 
ply. Many of our people are dependent on private wells, 
springs, or ponds for their drinking water. Naturally such 
sources could not be fluorinated. 


Our State, mfortunately, is ideal for any study on caries. 
Our caries rate, determined from random samplings of several 
thousand children in various parts of the state, averages a 
little over ten carious teeth per school child. 


For the topical fluoride study several communities were 
selected. At present there are sixteen such pilot programs 
in progress, although a lack of funds may curtail these be- 
fore final results can be obtained. Selection of the com- 
munities was guided by two factors - 1. Known needs; 2. In- 
terest of the community. 


In order to give a complete picture, the programs were di- 
vided according to age groups. The majority of the groups 
were in the ten to twelve year ages. One program was exclu- 
sively in the lower age level of five to eight years. 


To allay any fears on the part of local lay persons, or 
the parents, the minimum strength solution (one percent) of 
sodium fluoride was used. 


All children were given a dental prophylaxis and thorough 
examination prior to the first and last treatments. 


FINDINGS 


1 - Ease and availability of treatment 





From a description of the technique, it is hardly neces- 
sary to comment on the ease with which the treatmentis given. 
The mouth is divided into quadrants and each quadrant in turn 
isolated by cotton rolls. A large petri dish is filled with 





*Digested trom a paver read before joint session of the AAPHD 
a 


and ADA, Boston, ss., Aug. 3, 1947 
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Topical Fluoride Application as a Public Health Measure 


the solution and large cotton pellets placed in it. A fresh 
supply is used for each child. A few pairs of cotton pliers 
complete the equipment. Except for the solution, this is 
routine equipment in any school hygienist's kit. 


When necessary, the entire set-up can be taken into a 
classroom. 


The treatment was not always available in the private of- 
fice, but a program of education both of profession and pub- 
lic was an integral part of the entire state-wide program. 
Unfortunately, it is at times necessary to create public de- 
mand in order to secure cooperation from reactionary minori- 
ties in any profession. Today, treatment is available in 
most all private offices, and being eagerly given by the ma- 
jority of the dentists in the State. 


2 - Time consumed 





If each quadrant is kept moist for two minutes, then eight 
minutes of exposure time is used. Allowing for seating the 
patient, changing cotton rolls, easing the kinks out of the 
operator's back, and washing of hands, from four to five pa- 
tients can be treated in an hour. A few of the dentists who 
elected to be paid per treatment rather than on an hourly 
basis, worked out a very thorough assembly line system. As 
long as the patient received the required exposure to the 
solution, we did not question the mass production methodas 
these children had all received a cleaning from the hygienists. 


We may safely say the average rate of treatment was four 
to five patients per hour. 


. 


3 - Cost 


One gallon of one percent sodium fluoride costs six cents 
to make. From three hundred to four hundred cases may be 
very readily treated by one gallon. This varies greatly with 
the operator. I have given as many as six hundred treatments 
from one gallon. The solution does not deteriorate. We have 
taken residual quantities from jugs that have been in a 
school for ten months and found they tested satisfactorily 
in our laboratory. 


Personnel costs vary with the salaries paid, whether done 
by a dentist or dental hygienist, and the time consumed. As 
pointed out previously, from four to five patients may be 
conveniently treated in one hour, although by assembly line 
tactics, it is possible to care for more. Let us bfeak this 
down into costs. At a flat rate of five dollars an hour, 
which is what we paid the cooperating dentists, each treat- 
ment cost approximately one dollar and one hundredth of a 
cent, plus cotton. This took care of one treatment to all 
the teeth in the mouth. 





November, 1947 = 9,. 


Topical Fluoride Application as a Public Health Measure 


Multiply this by four to take care of the four treatments 
and it costs approximately four dollars a year to have a den- 
tist carry out this treatment to from twenty to twenty-four 
teeth in a teen age child. 


If this treatment may be legally performed by a dental 
hygienist, we further reduce the cost. In an eight hour day, 
five days a week,a hygienist paid forty dollars a week works 
for a dollar an hour. She can see just as many patients as 
a dentist, and do just as good a job. At that rate the cost 
would be from twenty to twenty-five cents per treatment, or 
eighty cents to one dollar for the complete year's treatment. 


Do you know of any other preventive measure that comes 
within that price range? 


4 - Personnel involved 





In many states, including my own, it is necessary to have 
this application made by a dentist. This is as unfortunate 
as it is absurd. It increases the cost fourfold without in 
any way bettering the result. We have proved this to be true 
as we originally used a dental hygienist to make the applica- 
tions. 


5 - Results obtained 





This is a preliminary report so we can only give figures 
from three out of our sixteen pilot programs, the reason for 
this being that the other programs have not as yet completed 
their quota of treatments. 


progren A - 66 children} ages 12 to 13. After four treat- 
ments 79 percent tess new caries on treated side of the 
mouth. 


Program B- 132 children~ ages 12 to 13. After four treat- 
monte 56 percent less new caries on treated side of the 


mouth. 


Program C - 116 children - ages 10 to 13. After four 
treatments 51 percent less new caries on treated side of 
the mouth. 





These ‘figures compare very favorably with results obtained 
by other investigators in different locations. They are also 
supported by the research work done at Tuftsby Doctors Bibby 
and Volker. 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN WORKSHOP 
on 


THE EVALUATION OF DENTAL CARIES CONTROL TECHNICS 


Reported by J. M. Wisan, D.D.S, M. P. H. - 


"During the week of September 8th through 13th, 1947, one 
hundred fourteen dentists, physicians, biochemists, nutrition- 
ists and dental health educators enrolled at the University 
of Michigan to attend a workshop on the evaluation of dental 
caries control measures." 


"In this week-long program the morning sessions were de- 
voted to lectures by an invited, extramural faculty, consist- 
ing of well-known research workers in the fields of caries 
control, oral bacteriology, oral histopathology, biochemistry, 
nutrition and periodontology." 


"The afternoon sessions organized in workshop fashion for 
small-group discussion were divided between discussion peri- 
ods and periods of study of the literature. The consultants 
to the various evaluating committees represented dental re- 
search, the basic sciences, nutrition and biostatistics. By 
Saturday, the 13th, the groups had achieved the conclusions 
regarding the mechanism of dental caries and the methods for 
its control that can be defended by present scientific infor- 
mation. Six evaluating committees were organized and each 
reported its conclusions through its chairman during the fi- 
nal day of the workshop. The areas assigned to the evalu- 
ating groups follows:(1) The mechanism of the caries process, 
(2) the relationship of systemic conditions to the caries 
process, (3) the effectiveness of prophylaxis, toothbrushing, 
chewing gum, dentifrices and mouth washes in the control of 
caries, (4) the utilization of fluorides and silver salts in 
the control of caries, (5) the relationship of vitamin and 
mineral ingestion to dental caries and (6) the contribution 
of various types of diets to caries control." 


Excerpts from the conclusion are presented here. However, 
the reader is advised to study the complete report of the 
Workshop since many significant statements had to be omitted 
from this report for the want of space. 


"Dental caries is a disease of the calcified tissues of 
the teeth. It is caused by acids resulting from the action 
of micro-organisms on carbohydrates, and characterized by a 
decalcification of the inorganic portion, and accompanied or 
followed by a disintegration of the organic substance of the 
tooth. The lesions of the disease predominantly occur in 
particular areas of the tooth and their type is determined 
by the morphology of the tissue in which they appear." 
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The University of Michigan Workshop 


"The effect of the caries process on tke tooth (the caries 
lesion) is made possible by circumstances or structures which 
retain sufficient acid in contact with the tooth substance. 
These factors, not necessarily listed in their order of rel- 
ative importance, include 


1. The dental plaque; an organic nitrogenous mass contain- 
ing multitudes of micro-organisms firmly adhering to the 
teeth. 


2. The anatomical characteristics of the tooth. 


3. The position of arrangement of the teeth in the dental 
arch. 


4. The presence of dental appliances." 


"No single factor may be construed as the general cause of 
all dental caries." 


"Clinical studies indicate that pregnant women do nt have 
a higher rate of ‘caries than do comparable non-pregnant 
women." 


"A careful review of scientific reports reveals that sick- 
ness, general health, or nutritional status have no signifi- 
cant bearing upon the dental caries process." 


"All studies seemed to indicate that there was a need for 
a& comparative study of young diabetic patients under various 
degrees of control and uncontrol." 


"The committee found no published significant proof or 
clinical evidence of the relationship of endocrine distur- 
bances and the caries index." 


"Most of the literature of the incidence and progress of 
dental caries in patients who are suffering from infectious 
disease, would seem to indicate that the systemic condition 
has little or no effect on dental caries." 


"Since there is no clinical or experimental evidence to 
support the theory that the emotional state may influence 
dental caries, the committee felt that any further reports 
should be supported by clinical evidence." 


"Although a genetic factor related to caries resistance 
has been established in laboratory animals, mly familial re- 
lationships have been demonstrated for man. Further study 
is indicated." 


"The literature indicates that thorough prophylaxis will 
remove bacterial plaques from the accessible surfaces of the 
teeth but not from the inaccessible surfaces, such as pits, 
fissures and contact points." 
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The University of Michigan Workshop 


"Since no single procedure (toothbrushing) has proved to 
be ideal, sélection should be made on the basis of the needs 
of each patient. Toothbrushing can be more pleasant and ef- 
fective with an acceptable dentifrice. Few studies have been 
made of the value of the toothbrush alone." 


"There is evidence that teeth should be brushed immediate- 
ly after each ingestion of food." 


"There is little scientific evidence that a reduction in 
the caries attack rate may be expected from a toothbrushing 
program. However, the possibility that adequate toothbrush- 
ing may reduce the incidence of dental caries should not be 
ignored." 


"The sugar content of commercial chewing gum is approxi- 
mately sixty per cent by weight." 


"If we can accept lactobacillus counts as an expression of 
the caries attack rate, the evidence examined demonstrates 
that there is substantial reduction in the caries attack rate 
when certain medicated dentifrices are employed. Laboratory 
evidence has shown a reduction in the incidence of caries 
when commercial dentifrices were used to brush the teeth of 
hamsters." 


"Maintenance of oral hygiene by means of dental prophy- 
laxis and toothbrushing with acceptable aids can be recom- 
mended for numerous reasons, although the evidence that such 
measures are effective in the prevention of dental caries is 
limited and, at present, inadequate." 


"The inverse relation between the consumption of fluoride- 
bearing domestic water and the prevalence of dental caries 
in children has been established. The evidence indicates 
that the DMF rate is approximately 60 per cent lower in chil- 
dren aged 12-14 years who, throughout life, have ingested 


communal water containing about 1.0p.p.m.of naturally-bearing 


fluorides. (F). Caries reduction is most marked in the upper 
anterior teeth, in which the number of DMF tooth surfaces may 
be lowered as much as 90 per cent. The reduction is markedly 
less in the posterior teeth." 


"The evidence indicates that no toxic effect follows con- 
sumption of water containing up to 1,0 p.ep.m. of fluorides." 


"The mechanism whereby the inhibiting effect{of fluorine) 
is exerted is not clearly understood." 


"A statement made in 1942 remains true today: 'There is 
no direct evidence demonstrating whether or not the addition 
of fluorine to a fluorine-free community water supply will 
decrease the incidence of dental caries in the community.’ 
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The University of Michigan Workshop 


Studies designed to test the efficacy, safety, and practica- 
bility of fluorinating a community water supply are now un- 
der way in several communities." 


"Caries reductions of approximately 40 per cent have been 
observed in the teeth of groups of children treated topically 
with 2 per cent sodium fluoride solutions." 


"The protective effect of the treatment continues for three 
or more years." 


"As in the case of natural fluoride waters, the mechanism 
whereby topically-applied fluorine exercises its protective 
effect is obscure." 


"Although bune meal contains fluorine, it has not been ese 
tablished as a good source of this element and there is in- 
sufficient evidence that caries can be controlled either in 
children or adults by its use." 


"Fluorine is toxic, but in the strengths and amounts re- 
commended in this evaluation its use in skilled hands is 
without danger to the patient." 


"Based upon the evidence of preliminary investigations, 
there may be some caries-inhibitory effect following the use 
of sodium fluoride mixed with pumice as a prophylaxis powder 
or paste." 


"It has not been demonstrated adequately that the incidence 
of dental caries can be reduced, or progress of the carious 
lesion retarded, by the topical application of silver nitrate." 


"The ingestion of vitamins and minerals, in amounts above 
those required for a normal diet, has not been demonstrated 
to have any relationship to dental caries." 


"There is sufficient evidence in the literature to justify 
the view that the ingestion of calcium and phosphorus in 4- 
mounts sufficient to prevent skeletal defects will be ade- 
quate for the formation of teeth having normal composition 
and structure in the average well child." 


"There is no conclusive evidence in the literature that 
the caries attack rate in fully formed erupted teeth is af- 
fected by the ingestion of calcium and phosphorus added to 
that contained even in a low-normal diet." 


"There is no evidence to indicate that well nourished preg- 
nant women require more calcium than is supplied by a diet 
adequate to meet total nutritional requirements." 
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The University of Michigan Workshop 


"From the standpoint of nutrition, certain trends in food 
consumption have enriched the diets of the American peoplé 
while others have impoverished them. On the credit side, 
for example,is the increase in consumptionof dairy products, 
fruits and succulent vegetables; on the debit side, the in- 
crease in consumption of refined sugar." 


"Reliable evidence regarding an increase in the dental 
caries attack rate is meager. If the two studies available 
to the committee are indicative of national trends, it may 
be assumed that the dental caries attack rate has increased," 


"Although the Committee found no conclusive evidence that 
an adequate, optimal or balanced diet as outlined by the Food 
and Nutrition Board, National Research Council, would in- 
fluence the caries attack rate, it is imperative that a diet 
conducive to individual health be advocated." 


"The Committee uncovered no substantial evidence that 
fibrous foods, uncooked fruits and/or vegetables or so-called 
detergent foods reduce the caries attack rate." 


"Studies by a number of investigators indicate that the 
restriction of sugar, either refined or natural,is effective 
in the Gontrol of dental caries. Moreover, the restriction 
of sugar, either refined or natural, will improve the dietary, 
provided the caloric intake remains adequate. The harmful 
effects of sugar, refined or natural, are not reduced either 
by the addition of vitamins and/or minerals." 
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EDITORIAL 





Education of Dental Hygienists 


The American Dental Association and the American Dental 
Hygienists! Association have adopted a two year undergradu- 
ate course for dental hygienists. Since neither of these or- 
ganizations has made recommendations to increase the scope of 
practice for this class of auxiliary dental personnel beyond 
that permitted by the practice acts of the States, it can be 
assumed these organizations consider two years of study a 
minimum to prepare a hygienistfor her very limited operative 
functions ina dental office. These functions, as defined 
in a majority of State practice acts, consist of removing 
calculus from teeth “above the free margin of the gum" and 
cleaning teeth with a power brush. This procedure is com- 
monly and erroneously termed "dental prophylaxis." 


This action of the above named organizations: has stimu- 
lated considerable comment, some of it caustic, among large 
groups of dentists. Many of these dentists have for a long 
period attempted to obtain the services of a hygienist, but 
without success. The fact is an unemployed hygienist is as 
scarce as "hen's teeth." Dental hygienists are rare for two 
major reasons:- there is an insufficient number of training 
schools and a constantly increasing number of States admit- 
ting hygienists to practice for the first time. Add to this 
a two instead of a one year curriculum and the genus dental 
hygienist will be rare indeed. It is the considered opinion 
of a number in the dental profession that a general broaden- 
ing of the hygienist's legal scope of practice should be ef- 
fected before a two year trainingcurriculum canbe justified. 


Public Health Sections in State Dental Journals 





The directors of the dental divisions of the State Health 
Departments of Illinois and South Dakota are editors and con- 
tributors to a public health section in their respective 
State dental journals, These sections serve as an excellent 
professional education tool and will keep the membership of 
State associations informed on the public health dental pro- 
grams being conducted by the State and local health depart- 
ments. Such an innovation can be emulated profitablyin other 
States. If any improvement could be suggested, it would be 
to make the project a joint effort between the State Health 
Department and the State Council on Dental Health, 
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The Effects of Topically Applied Fluorides on Dental Caries 
Experience, V Report of Findings With Two, Four and Six 
Applications of Sodium Fluoride and of Lead Fluoride- 

Galagan, D. J. and Knutson, J. W., Public Health Reports, 

Vol. 62, No. 11, Oct. 10, 1947 
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This is a ore year study of the effects of topical fluorine 
therapy on the permanent teeth of 1555 children of Miami 
County, Ohio, ages 7 to 15 years. The children were divided 
into six comparable groups. Three of the groups received two, 
four and six topical applications of a 2 percent solution of 
sodium fluoride respectively. The three remaining groups re- 
ceived two, four and six topical applications of a.06 percent 
solution of lead fluoride respectively. Each child re- tl 
ceived a prophylaxis prior to the first treatment. Teeth in } 
one half the mouth of each child were treated, the remaining 
half served as a control. Treatments were given twice a week ! 
over a one, two, or three week period. Followup examinations 
were made me year after completion of the fluoride treatments. 








SE 






















Analysis of the data indicated that the incidence of ini- | 
tial caries in permanent teeth noncarious at the time of | 
treatment with two, four and six topical applications of so- ; 
dium fluoride was 21.7, 40.7, 41.0 percent less in treated 
than in untreated teeth. Two, four and six topical applica- 
tions of a.06 solution of lead fluoride showed rm significant 
reduction in the incidence of dental caries. The results of 
this study indicate that four topical applications of sodium 
fluoride, preceded by a dental prophylaxis, provide the maxi- 
mum reduction (40%) in dental caries incidence. 






















Dental Health Program for Elementary and Secondary Schools 
American Dental Association Council on Dental Health, 
Pamphlet 40ps, 1947 





I 


This is the third manual on various phases of the dental 
health program prepared by the Council on Dental Health. In 
addition to a statement concerning the dental health problem 
in general, this manual offers detailed information on the 
organization, operation and financing of a_ school dental 
health program. Included also are plans for lay education 
and participation in the school program, and a bibliography 
of available dental health literature. In the preparation | 
of this manual the Council of Dental Health utilized a large 
group of experts in the fields of health and education. The 
pamphlet merits a wide distribution in the schools of the 
nation. 
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Report on Oral Cancer 





Dr. Hayes Martin of the Memorial Hospital in New York has 
compiled the following table to show the percentage of pa- 
tients with mouth cancer who have consulted their dentists 
before coming to a physician. 


Per cent of Patients 
Primary Site Consulting a Dentist 
of Cancer Before a Physician 








Gum 

Hard Palate 

Buccal (cheek) Mucosa 
Anterior 2/3 of the Tongue 
Floor of Mouth 


It is interesting to note that in cancer of the gum, the 
opinion of a dentist was sought first in approximately 60% 
of the cases. It is also a startling fact that 62% of all 
the mouth cancers seen by dentists first were not recognized 
as such and valuable time was lost before teginning treatment. 


Such errors and missed diagnoses of early cancer of the 
mouth may be ascribed at least in part to the dentist's re- 
luctance to venture beyond what he considers strictly the 
actual field of dentistry. To the ethical dentist it might 
seem presumptuous to offer any suggestion or advice about 
what could be a deadly cancer of the mouth. Also, ths average 
dentist has probably received very little instruction in den- 
tal school concerning the symptoms of mouth cancer and the 
importance of early diagnosis. For this reason, much of the 
responsibility for this situation rests on those who have to 
do with the undergraduate and postgraduate dental education 
and training. If the subject of cancer is given greater em- 
phasis in dental schools and in dental society meetings, mny 
lives can be saved by the prompt recognition of this condi- 
tion by the dentists. 


The five year cure rate reported by the Head and Neck 
Clinic of the New York Memorial Hospital shows what can be 
done by proper treatment of mouth cancers in the table below. 
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Report on Oral Cancer 


THE FIVE YEAR CURE RATE 


Per Cent of 5 Per Cent of 5 
Year Cure Rate Year Cure Rate in 
Site of Primary in all Cases Early Cases ( Le- 
(Both Early & sions Less than 2 
Lesion of Cancer Advanced) CM. ) 











Lip 

Tongue 

Floor of Mouth 
Mucosa of Cheek 
Palate 

(Hard & Soft) 

Gums 

Tonsil 


The importance of early diagnosis is readily deducted from 
the results of this table. Also this clearly demonstrates 
that not only is cancer of the mouth curable, but a good 
chance of cure can be had by those who have their mouth can- 
cers treated early and adequately. 


From the Annual Report of the Committee on Dental Education, 
New York Academy of Dentistry* 








In planning dental education for the foreseeable future, 
cognizance should be taken of social and public health trends 
with the realization that the philosophy and practice of den- 
tal education can be important in influencing and developing 
some of these trends. 


In the future, more people will demand and will receive 
more complete and more comprehensive dental care than at 
present or in the past. Greater stress will be laid upon 
preventive services, upon industrial dentistry and upon ma-~- 
ternal and child welfare. Accordingly, there should be an 
increasing utilization of auxiliary personnel, e. g., the 
dental hygienist, the dental assistant and the dental tech- 
nician. 


The diagnostic possibilities of dentistry in early detec- 
tion of carcinoma, diabetes, avitaminoses, blood dyscrasias 
and other morbid conditions will be better appreciated and 
will prove an ever stronger factor in stressing the interre- 
lation existing between the mouth and the health of the body 
and in bringing about that effective cooperation with physi- 
cians and other specialists which isso necessary to the men- 
tal and physical future of mankind. 





*"innals of Dentistry," June 1947 
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Dental Education 


At least some dental schools should become centers of re- 
search. In so far as endowments and finances permit, dental 
research should be encouraged and develoved as never before. 


The committee makes the following suggestions for accom- 
plishing the above objectives: 


1. Every University which sponsors both medical and dental 
schools should create an all-encompassing "School of Health" 
or "Health Services" undera vice-president or other qualified 
officer. This plan would permit Medicine, Surgery, Dentistry, 
Public Health, Nursing and perhaps other schools to function 
as departments of the School of Health Services, with each 
department guided by its own dean. 


2. This plan would permit the integration of faculties to 
what-ever extent might prove to be desirable and would pro- 
vide the natural organization for identical instruction and 
training of medical, surgical, dental and other students in 
the basic medical sciences by the same professors and in- 
structors. 


3. In the present and in the future there must be more 
dentists instead of less, but the realization of this desir- 
able condition must be tempered by the nsed for a broader 
education of students,mre personalized instruction in prac- 
tical subjects and the gradual evolvement of the various 
component parts of the ideal general plan asset forth above. 


4. Dental schools ordepartments of the future,ar at least 
some of them, should provide for the continuing education of 
the practising dentist by the establishment of apvropriate 
graduate and postgraduate courses. 


5. If dentistry is to become incrsasinsly attractive to 
the highest type of individual, entel edusation must shun 
any tolerance for governmental or stats control of the pro- 
fessicn. it must continue to favor and to teach the duty of 
every dentist to mankind through the vehicie of the private 
practice system with its opportunities for development, its 
independence and its avoidance of regimentation and com- 
placency. 


California Dental Legislation 





For the second year in succession the two State dental 
societies in California have permitted a Bill tocreate a sep- 
arate dental division in the State Health Department to die 
in committee. The joint legislative committee of the two 
societies, with the help of a paid legislative representative, 
was successful in having other needed legislation passed and 
some bad legislation defeated. On the surface it appears 
that organized dentistry in California is not interested in 
an official State dental health program. 
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Kansas Distributes Sodium Fluoride to Dentists 





According to an announcement published in the July issue 
of the Kansas State Dental Journal, the State Board of Health 
will on request distribute to all practicing dentists of the 
State a four ounce bottle of a 2%solution of sodium fluorine, 
along with complete directions for usage. Refills will be 
furnished on request. 


Training Course in Oral Cancer Control Inaugurated In 
Pennsylvania 








A two weeks! graduate course for qualified dentists who 
are affiliated with a cancer clinic will open on October 20, 
1947, at the Thomas W. Evans Museum and Dental Institute of 
the University of Pennsylvania. The American Oncological 
Hospital of Philadelphia is a co-sponsor of the course, which 
is designed to acquaint dentists of the State with the nature 
of cancers that arise in the mouth and on the face so that 
an early diagnosis of such cases can be made. 


A grant of $10,000 from the Department of Health will fi- 


nance this course, the first of its kind to be given in the 
country. 


Nebraska Survey Reveals Interesting Facts* 





As a preliminary step to the development of a long range 
program the Council on Dental Health of the Nebraska State 
Dental Society obtained pertinent information from the state's 
practicing dentists. The replies to questionnaires revealed 
that: 


91% of the dentists have an x-ray machine. 

53% use one dental chair, 43% two chairs, 4% three chairs. 

32% have taken short refresher courses sponsored by a 
dental school. 

10% have taken graduate work in dentistry. 

91% use commercial laboratory service. 

68% favor a state law to license hygienists for office 
practice. 

39% would employ a dental hygienist. 

34% accept children for orthodontic treatment. 

96% accept children for some types of operative treatment. 

12% refer children to other dentists. 

80% stated that there is an increase in demand for dentis- 
try for children. 





*¥rom the Connecticut Health Bulletin, May 1947 
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Fluorine Treatment of Water -- What Cost?* 





Because of the recent interest in fluorine treatment of 
water to aid in decreasing the decay of teeth, the bureau of 
sanitary engineering of the state department of health has 
compiled some cost figures to indicate what the average com- 
munity would have to expend for chemicals and equipment to 
carry out the step. 

Cost of Chemicals 





The following table gives approximate figures for the year- 
ly cost of chemicals. The per capita figure for water use is 
only an average figure. In some cases, it might be greater 
which would, of course, add to the cost. 


Approximate Quan- 
tity of Commercial i++ 
“#Estimated Water Sodium Fluoride in Approximate 
Supply Gallons Lbs. Per Day Yearly Cost 
Population Per Day (Fl = 1 P.P.M.) of Chemical 





~1,000 100,000 1.93 ¢ 100 
10,000 1,000,000 19.3 1,000 
20,000 2,000,000 38.6 2,000 
30,000 3,000,000 57.9. 3,000 
40,000 4,000,000 77.2 4,000 
50,000 5,000,000 96.5 5,000 
100,000 10,000,000 193.0 10,000 
150,000 15,000,000 290.0 15,000 
200,000 20,000,000 386.0 20,000 


“From Connecticut Health Bulletin, May 1947 
*#On basis of 100 gallons per person per day - an average 
figure. The use may be larger. 
“##at recent market quotations. Prices may vary according 
to sizes of purchases, etc. 


Children's Health Day at Cincinnati 





The Cincinnati Dental Society takes pleasure in the an- 
nouncement of "The Cincinnati Dental Society March Clinic 
Meeting and Children's Dental Health Day," March 14, 15 and 
16, 1948, Netherlands Plaza Hotel. 


All members of the AAPHD are invited to attend, 
A Novel Educational Technic Employed at Illinois State Fair 





As a partof its educational exhibit, the Divisionof Public 
Health Dentistry of the Illinois Department of Public Health 
made bite-wing x-rays of theteeth of children free of charge. 
Dr. John E. Chrietzberg, chief of the division reported that 
"962 children received 1924 x-rays. It was estimated that 
for every child x-rayed ten spectators observed the work and 
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A Novel Educational Technic Employed at Illinois State Fair 


made comments on the exhibit. The mounted films will be mailed 
to the parents with a recommendation that they be taken to 
their dentist fof interpretation s that the children may ob- 
tain necessary dental care....The interest manifested at the 
Fair indicates that this type of service shouldbe given fur- 
ther study and trial." 


Legislation 





The last session of the Oklahoma Legislature created a 
Division of Preventive Dentistry in the State Department of 
Health which "shall administer a program of dental care, con- 
sultation, research and health education designed to improve 
the dental health of the people of the State of Oklahoma." 


The General Assembly of Pennsylvania (legislature) revised 
the membership of the Advisory Health Board of the State 
Health Department. The Board will consist of seven members, 
a majority of whom shall be physicians. One member shall be 
a dentist who has had at least ten years' experience in the 
practice of dentistry. 


Montana Establishes Special LicenseforPublic Health Dentists 





At the request of the State Dental Association, the Montana 
legislature at its last session amended the Dental Practice 
Act which gives special consideration to a director of dental 
health. The amendment reads as follows; 





"Section 2. - The director of dental health shall be a den- 
tist, who is duly licensed in some State or territory or the 
District of Columbia to practice his profession, and shall 
have had at least one year of training in an accredited 
school of public health." 





Montana is the first State’ to make special licensing pro- 
vision for public health dentists. 














Meeting 


The First District Dental Directors Association will hold 
its semi-annual meeting at the Hotel Pennsylvania on 
December 8, 1947. This meeting will deal principally with 
roundtable discussion on the administration of programs for 
oral cancer control and topical fluoride therapy. 


Annual Meeting, American Public Health Association, Atlantic 
City =- October 6-10, 1947 












The Dental Section conducted two separate sessions and 
joined with the American School Health Associationinanother. 
The highlight of the meeting, dentally speaking was the 
first session where the following papers were read; 
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Annual Meeting, A.P.H.A. 






Studies of Fluoride Removal From Drinking Water. 
F. J. Maier, Sanitary Engineer 


Topical Application of Fluorine Solution to Teeth. 
J. F. Volker, DDS 


Lactic Acid Bacillus Counts and Their Relationship to 
Dental Caries. Francis A. Arnold, Jr., DDS 







The Relationship of Tryptophane to the Incidence ofCaries. 
Naomi C. Turner 


Studies of Vitamin Kand Dental Caries. L. S. Fosdick, Ph. D. 


All of these papers had meat in them and prompted much 
discussion. This session had a large attendance of members 
of other sections. 













The following section officers were elected at the busi- 
ness meeting:~- Chairman George A. Nevitt, Vice-Chairman 

Margaret H. Jeffreys, Secretary Lester A. Gerlach. To fill 
the vacancy on the Section Council, Walter J. Pelton. 
















The usual luncheon with speaker was not held. Reason- 
high cost of food. The 1948 meeting of the APHA will be held 
in Boston early in November. 


Executive Council Meeting 









The midwinter meeting of the Executive Council of the 
American Association of Public Health Dentists will be held 
at. nine o'clock Sunday morning, February 8, in Room 13 of 
the Stevens Hotel. 
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A. E. Murphy, DDS, MSPH, formerly with the Missouri State 
Board of Health and currently dental director inthe St.Iouis, 
Missouri schools, has been elected president of the Missouri 
Public Health Association. He is the first dentist to beso 
honored by this Association. 


The National Dental Association held its annual meeting in 
Detroit, Michigan the week of August 11. Approximately 700 
members attended. 


George A. Nevitt, Dental Consultant, Second U. S. Public 
Health Service District, has been appointed acting director 
of the Dental Division ofthe Virginia State Health Department 
until a permanent director can be selected or trained to ree 
place the late director, N. Talley Ballou, deceased. 


A. H. Trithart, W. Tennessee Regional Dental Officer, is 
attending the Michigan School of Public Health this year. 


The Oregon State Dental Association conducted a Dental 
Health Workshop October 19-21. The State dental societies of 
Illinois, South Dakota and Virginia will conduct workshops in 
the near future. 


The Editor recently received Vol. 1,No.1 of the “Wyoming 
Dental News Letter," official publication of the Wyoming Den- 
tal Association. As stated on page 1, it is edited by a pair 
of Jacks - Jack McNiff, secretary of the Association, and Jack 
Pelton, acting director ofthe Wyoming State Health Department. 
The editors admit a pair of Jacks doesn't often wina pot 
but they hope to improve their hands at the draw in the form 
of suggestions, criticism and contributions. AAPHD members 
please note. Incidentally, the State Dental Associationand 
the State Department of Health are sponsoring coursesin Oral 
Cancer and Dentistry for Children. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF puBLic HEALTH DENTISTS 


ANNUAL MEETING 
Somerset Hotel 


Boston, Massachusetts 
August 2-4, 1947 


Business Meeting 
August 2, 1947 
Active and Associate Members in Attendance: 
Bertram, Bridger, Bull, Cady, Clune, Corbman, Cross, 
Downs, Dwyer, Fulton, Grace, Hagan, Heacock, Hoffman, 
Jordan, Knutson, Leonard, Millhoff, .Nevitt, Ostrow, 
Robinson, Rumbel, Sebelius, Taylor, Tossy, Wertheimer, 
and Wyatt. 
Visitors attending a part of the meeting: 


Miss Rodgers of Michigan, Drs. Canner and Volker of Boston, 
and Dr. Van Minden of Chicago. 


The meeting was called to order by President Taylor at 
10:50 A. M. 


Since there was not a quorum of executive council members 


present, a preliminary meeting of the Council was dispensed 
with. 


President Taylor appointed the following committees: 
Resolutions - Ostrow and Cady, chairman 
Report of Officers -Corbman, Millhoff and Fulton, chairman 
Reading and Adoption of the Minutes. 
A motion was made by Ostrow and seconded by Millhoff that 
the reading of the minutes of the last meeting be dispensed 
with. Motion carried. 

2. Report of Officers. 
a. President Taylor's address. (To be published later) 
b. Report of Secretary. (Report on page 35) 


c. Report of Treasurer. (Report on page 36) 
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d. Report of Editor 


The Editor gave a verbal report. He told of how little 
the membership contributed tothe Bulletin; that special 
projects had been requested and some members did not 
even answer the letter sent to them. Dr. Cady asked 
that the membership send in news! items and information 
concerning new projects since this type of information 
makes for a more interesting organ. 


Following the report of the Editor President Taylor 
commented on how much the association appreciated 
Dr. Cady's contribution as Editor of the Bulletin. 


Millhoff moved that the report be accepted with thanks, 
the motion was seconded by Ostrow and the motion car- 
ried. 


e. Report of Publisher. 


No report was made due to the illness of Dr. Branch 
which made it impossible forhim to attend the meeting. 


Se Report of Standing Committees. 


Be 


Health and Visual Education. 
Hoffman, Chrietzberg and Dwyer, chairman 


Dwyer reported that he hesitated to make public the 
findings of the questionnaires which had been returned 
during the last three months. He did state that al- 
most without exception those who returnedthe question- 
naire felt that the materials of the A.D.A. were ex- 
pensive and in many cases antiquated. 


Following the report Hagan stated that he knew of two 
instances where state dental societies hadmde similar 
comments. 


Cady commented that the literature is now in the pro 
cess of being revised, 


The question was asked how the film, "Winky the Watch- 
man," could be purchased. Sebelius stated that at the 
present time the U.S.P.H.S. had not made arrangements 
for health and like agencies to purchase the film at 
cost plus ten per cent. The film can, however, be 
purchased from Pictorial Films, Inc., R.K.0O. Building, 
New York City, N. Y¥., for $100.00 per print. 


A motion was made by Leonard and seconded by Ostrow 
that the report be accepted, the motion passed. 
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b. 


Records and Forms. 
Wisan, Fulton and Knutson, chairman. 


Chairman Knutson assured the group that the report of 
the Committee on Records and Forms would be sent in at 
the earliest possible date. The report, he stated, 
would consist of forms for dental examination and 
treatment. 


Jordan moved and Rumbel seconded that the report be ac- 
cepted. The motion passed. 


Public Health Legislation and Social Trends. 
Clune, Rumbel and Leonard, chairman 


Chairman Leonard reported that in Maryland a law li- 
censing dental hygienists had passed. In regard to 
federal legislation he stated that Congress has left 
the dental legislation at a standstill at the present 
time; that the dental research bill has passed the 
Senate, the Taft health bill is still in committee, 
the Pepper grant and aid bill for dentistry still is 
in committee and that these bills can be brought out 
again during the next session of Congress. 


Following the report a number of members made addition- 
al contributions. 


Hagan - The sovereign State of Alabama has made a size- 
able grant for a dental school. They antici- 
pate the beginning of a new _ school early in 
1948. Also, in Florida a bill has been passed 
to include a dentist onthe State Board of Health. 


Taylor - The State legislature in Texas raised salaries. 
Cady - Texas has dental hygienist bill in legislature. 


Taylor - Taylor commented that the bill never got to 
the legislature. 


Bertram - The legislature in Oklahoma has established 
a dental division by Statute. 


Knutson - The Governor of New Jersey vetoed the Dental 
Hygienist Law. 


Grace - Pennsylvania passed a bill which makesit neces- 
sary to place a dentist and pharmacist on the 
advisory health board. 


Fulton - There has been enough said to fill two pages 
of the Bulletin. 
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Ce 


Cady moved that the report made by the chairman and by 
members be accepted, the motion was seconded by Jordan 
and the motion passed. 

Program Committee. 

Bertram, Gerlach and Millhoff, chairman 


The Chairman reported that most of the work was done by 
Bertram and Corbman and to them should go the credit. 


Cady moved and Ostrow seconded the motion that the re- 
port be accepted. The motion carried. 


Membership Committee. (Report on page 37) 


Ostrow moved and Fulton seconded the motion that’ the 
report be accepted. The motion carried. 


4. Report of Special Committees. 


ae 


Personnel Education. (Report on page 37) 


Knutson moved and Nevitt seconded the motion that the 
report be accepted. The motion passed. 


Committee on Public Health courses in Dental Schools. 
Report on pages 38-44) 


Following the report, Cady stated that he thought the 
State Dental Director should assume the responsibility 
for carrying out recommendation No. 3 of the report. 


Taylor reported that a course was going to be estab+ 
shed in Houston and Dallas with the city health of- 
ficers giving five lectures and the dentists five with 
a final examination. The course would be given during 

the senior year. 


Fulton commented that the survey showed that only one 

School gave a course before the junior and senior year 

and said that he felt it would be more meaningful if 

the freshmen or sophomores received a course in general 
public health and the juniors or seniors a course in 

general dental health. 


Cady moved and Ostrow seconded the motion that the re- 
port be accepted. The motion carried. 


Liason with Council on Dental Health 
Cady, Wisan and Dalgleish, chairman 
The Chairman reported by letter that unless something 


transpires in the meantime or during the meeting, the 
liason committee would have no report. 
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d. Liason with American Society of Dentistry for Children. 
Ostrow, Williams and Kramer, chairman 
No report. 
Liason with American Society of Industrial Dentists. 
(To be published later) 
Leonerd moved and Ostrow seconded the motion that the 
repoxt be accepted. The motion passed. 


Health Practices Indices. (To be published later) 


Bertram moved and Hoffman seconded the motion that the 
report be accepted. The motion passed. 


Knutson asked why the Dental Section of the American 
Public Health Association was not working onthe change 
in the Health Practice Indices? 


Cady stated that since the official dental body of the 
merican Public Health Association was the Dental 
Section; the matter should be referred to that group. 


Hagan said that he recognized the fact that there had 


een a departure from the regular channeling and that 
the committee was incomplete agreement that the Dental 

Section of the American Public Health Association 
should have been consulted. Since the appointment had 
been made, his committee was making a definite effort 
to fulfill the assignment made. 


A motion was made by Cady and seconded by Leonard that 
in all dealings of public health matters which affect 
the American Public Health Association they be sent to 
the Dental Section of that Association. The motion 
passed. 


Committee on Fluorination of Water Supplies. 
(To be published later) 


The Chairman requested that the Committee would like to 
withhold the report until agreement could be reached 
on three words in the report. 

Necrology Committee. (Written report) 


By a motion made by Millhoff and seconded by Bertram, 
the entire group stood for a moment in silence. 


Meeting Adjourned for Lunch 


oe Meeting was called to order by President Taylor at 
7:50 P. M. 
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5. Unfinished Business. 


a. The Secretary reported on the action taken by the Den- 
tal Section of the American Public Health Association 
in regard to the Resolution passed by the Association 
in Miami, 1946, which concerned the Report on Local 
Health Units of the American Public Health Association. 
Following the reading of letters received from Drs. 
Pelton and Gerlach, Cady stated that he felt that we 
had done all we could in the matter and that the Den- 
tal Section of the A.P.H.A. will carry on from here. 


6. New Business. 
a. Increase in Membership Dues. 


Cady stated that he had heard much about the shortage 
° unds. The Treasurer thinks that it will require an 
assessment of $5.00 for active members and $3.00 for 
associate members to remain solvent. In Miami some mem- 
bers were not satisfied with the present amendment, 
which restricts membership. I am introducing this as 
new business. Do we want to consider this matter of 
opening membership? 


Bertram - We will not solve our financial responsibili- 
ties by increasing our membership. 


Millhoff stated that all dues collected now cometo a- 
round $215.00 per year and that we did not receive a 
contribution from the National Dental Hygiene Associa- 
tion last year. 





Clune moved that an essen of $2.00 be made for 
active members and $1.00 tor associate members next 
year, thus making the" membership dues in 1948, $5.00 
for active members and $3.00 for associate members. 
Dwyer seconded the motion and the motion passed by a 
unanimous vote. 











Discussion on Broadening Membership. 


Cady expressed an opinion that he felt that there was 
a considerable group who wished to broaden the member- 
ship. 


Clune stated that he was in favor of broadening the 
membership. He stated that New York City was carrying 
out as big a dental program as there is in the U. S., 
yet the director of the program is mt eligible for ac- 
tive membership in this Association, 


Ostrow stated that he felt the best approach would be 
to appoint a committee. 





November, 1947 - 3l. 


Annual Meeting, AAPHD 


Heacock stated that the committee should receive direct 
Tnstructions. 


MOTION: It was moved that the President appoint a com- 

mittee to provide different categories of mem- 
bership and in their report they make specific recom- 
mendations. 


The motion was seconded and passed with three opposing 
votes. 


Representatives to Attend the Advisory Board for Dental 
Specialties. 


President Taylor appointed Doctors Dwyer, Heacock and 
Hagan to serve as representatives of the association 
at the meeting on Tuesday, August 5, atthe Statler Hotel. 


Committee on Report on Officers! Reports. 


The Committee has examined the reports of the President, 
Secretary and Treasurer and find them in order. We 
compliment them for their work. We heartily approve 
the item of raising dues. 


Millhoff, Corbman and Fulton, chairman. 
Type of Programs to be Held at Annual Meetings. 


Cady - The association passed a resolution at the 
Houston meeting to major-in a seminar type of 
meeting with a minimum of formal papers. 


Fulton - I first approached this in Chicago when some 
active members did not come to our meeting. I 
felt that a program of a practical nature was 
most important. 


Bull - I would like to add that the discussions should 
be so summarized so that they can be used. 


Dwyer - In September we are going into a trailer pro- 
gram. I would like more knowledge on the sub- 
ject. 


Cady - The development of new programs, oral cancer, 
control programs are all interesting subjects. 
I am in favor of this type of program. 


The general discussion was along similar lines and the 
group felt that the seminar type of program would be 
desirable. 


7. Election of Officers. 
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Annual Meeting, A.A.P.H.D. 


The. following officers were elected: 


President Elect =- John Fulton 
Executive Council - Thomas W. Clune, 35 years 
Fred Wertheimer, 35 years 


The secretary and treasurer are elected for a three 
year term and still have one year to serve. 


Adjournment 
8. Meeting of the New Executive Council. 
President Bertram presiding 
STANDING COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 


Health and Visual Education - H. Shirley Dwyer, Chairman 
O. E. Hoffman 


J. E. Chrietzberg 


Record and Forms John W. Knutson, Chairman 
J. M. Wisan 
John T. Fulton 


Public :‘Health Legislation 
and Social Trends Thomas W. Clune, Chairman 
A. Harry Ostrow 
Philip E. Blackerby, Jr. 


Program Norman F. Gerrie, Chairman 
John T. Fulton 
Harry B. Millhoff 


Membership Carl L. Sebelius, Chairman 
J. FR. Thompson 
George Nevitt 


SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
(appointed by President Bertram after the meeting) 


Personnel Education - Robert A. Downs, Chairman 
Franklin M. Erlenbach 
Orvis Hoag 


Public Health Courses in 
Dental School W. J. Pelton, Chairman 
W. A. Jordan 
E. A. Branch 





Annual Meeting, A.A.P.H.D. 


Liason with Council on 
Dental Health 


Liason with A.S.D.@, 
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Leon Kramer, Chairman 
Ed. Taylor 
Allen Gruebbel 


A. L. Russell, Chairman 
A. L. Corbman 
Polly Ayers 


Liason with A.A.I.D. ~« YVernon Forney 


Health and Practice Studies - 


Fluoride Studies 


Constitution and By-Laws 


Adjournment of Executive Council 


Linwood G. Grace 
James F, Owen 


Paul Cook, Co-Chairman 
Thomas L. Hagan, Co-Chairman 


John W. Knutson, Chairman 
Fred Wertheimer 
F. A. Bull 


Richard C. Leonard, Chairman 
J. G. Williams 

W. H. Rumbel 

Frank C. Cady 
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PROGRAM 
Joint Meeting of A. S. D. C. and A. A. 
August 3, 1947 


Morning Meeting 





"Progress of Dental Caries" - Dr. Joseph Volker 


"Factors in the Control 
of Dental Caries" Dr. George Tuescher 


"Child Management" Dr. A. E. Seyler 
"Oral Cancer" - Dr. Charles Lund 


Luncheon Sponsored by A.A.P.H.D. 





Toastmaster - Dr. Edward Taylor 


Speaker Dr. James Dunning 
' 


Subject: "Statistical Aids Used in Public :‘Health Dentistry 


Afternoon Meeting 





"Should Fluorine be Added to 
Public Water Supplies” F. A. Bull 
Discussion Robert Downs 
"Topical Application of Fluorine" - H. Shirley Dwyer 
Discussion Joseph Volker 
"Progress Report on Newburgh" Sidney B. Finn 
Discussion - John Fulton 
August 4, 1947 
Luncheon Sponsored by A.S.D.C. 
Toastmaster - Dr. Je M. Wisan 


Speaker - Dr. Paul Losch 


(The luncheon was the 20th anniversary of the American Society of 
Dentistry for Children. ) 


Respectfully submitted, 


Carl L. Sebelius, Secretary 
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Report of Secretary | 


The activities performed by the secretary have been pri- 
marily of a routine nature, with much of the correspondence 
dealing with the collection of membership dues. 


As directed by the Constitution and By-Laws, the minutes 
of the meeting of the Executive Council in Chicago were writ- 
ten and together with the committee reports sent to Dr. Cady, 
Editor of the Bulletin. 


The resolution in regard to the report on Local Health 
Units of the American Public Health Association which was 
sent to the secretary of the Dental Section of that organiza- 
tion has been acted upon. When the items of unfinished busi- | 
ness are discussed, their action in regard to the resolution 
will be reported. 


The untimely death of Dr. Vern Irwin was a shock to all. 
The secretary arranged in the name of the Association for a 
floral offering to be placed on his grave on Memorial Day. 


Respectfully submitted: 


Carl L. Sebelius, Secretary 
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Report of the Treasurer 


January 2 to July 24, 1947 


Cash Balance - January 2, 1947 
Cash Receipts 47 Active Memberships 
Cash Receipts 33 Assoc. Memberships 
Cash Receipts 13 Bulletin Subscriptions 
Total Cash 


Total Expenditures to July 24, 1947 
Cook Printing Co. (Stationery) $29.20 
Stevens Hotel (Meeting Rooms) 12.00 
Netta Wilson (Postage) 3.63 
Dr.Carl Sebelius (Postage) 8.20 
Netta Wilson (Bulletin) 68.00 
Dr. Olin Hoffman (Remittance of dues) 3.00 
Dr. Leon Kramer (Remittance of dues) 3.00 
Bank Service Charges to July l 5.73 
Total Expenditures to July 24, 1947 $loc.76 $132.76 


Total Cash Balance to July 24, 1947 $191.92 


Outstanding Checks 

Dr. Corbman (Luncheon Ex. ) $20.00 

Dr. Sebelius (Flowers, Ir. Irwin) 10.00 

Dr. Sebelius (Postage) 4.90 
Actual Cash Balance, August 1, 1947 

Less Bank Service Charge for July 


Respectfully submitted: 


H. B. Millhoff, Treasurer 
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Report of Membership Conmittee 


The membership committee reports that at the present time 
there are 45 paid active members, 35 paid associate members 
and one honorary member. 


Following the meeting of the Executive Council in February, 
the membership committee began to work. Letters were sent to 
all district consultants of the U. S. Public Health Service 
and to Dr. Fulton of the Children's Bureau, requesting each 
of them to lend as much assistance as possible inthe recruit- 
ment of members. The states having dental programs were di- 
vided into groups and each committee member had approximate- 
ly ten State Directors to contact. Much work has been done 
as evidenced by carbon copiesof letters sent to the chairman. 


Six applications for new memberships in the Association 
have been received, one for active, five for associate mem- 
bership. 


Respectfully submitted: 


J. R. Thompson 

A. Harry Ostrow 

A. L. Corbman 

C. L. Sebelius, Chairman 


Report of Committee on Personnel Education 


The Committee on Personnel Education has little to report 
at this time. The Manual for Teacher Education which has 
been submitted by the Committee to the Public Relations Com- 
mittee of the American Dental Association Council in Dental 
Health is being reviewed. 


The Committee on Personnel Education plans to give prompt 
consideration to any suggestion of changes received from the 
Public Relations Committee. 


Respectfully submitted: 


Robert Downs 
Thomas Hagan 
C. L. Sebelius, Chairman 
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Report of Necrology Committee 


WHEREAS, the Divine Creator has called to their reward 
two of mr beloved members, Vern D. Irwinand N.Talley Ballou, 
and 


WHEREAS, these two members have contributed much to the 
advancement of public health dentistry and the progress of 
this Association, and 


WHEREAS, their passing leaves a void in the lives of each 
of the members, therefore 


BE IT RESOLVED that our feeling of deep grief and loss be 
made a part of the permanent record of the Association and a 
copy of this resolution be sent to the families of 
Doctor Vern D. Irwin and Doctor N. Talley Ballou. 


Frank C. Cady 
Harry B. Millhoff 


Report of the Committee on Dental Public Health Courses in 
Dental Schools 


Forty dental schools were surveyed using the attached 
form. Thirty-three replies were received, and no follow-up 
letters were sent to the remaining seven schools which did 
not reply. 


Six of the thirty-three dental schools stated no course in 
dental public health was offered. Of the six schools, one 
school (College of Physicians and Surgeons), however, indi- 
cated that some of the topics in public health are covered in 
various parts of the curriculum. Northwestern covers many of 
the subjects of public health dentistry in other courses. 
The replies from Minnesota, Temple and University of Pennsyl- 
vania indicated that no courses of any kind of public health 
are offered, although all three schools indicated an interest 
and an awareness of the need for such a course. 
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Report on Dental Public HealtH Courses in Dental Schools 


An attempt to determine the main emphasis of the courses 
was madeto ascertain whether the course offered was as stated, 
or whether it was a general public health course listed as a 
dental public health course. It appears that at least six of 
the thirty-three dental schools are labelling their general 
course incorrectly. It was not possible to estimate the em- 
phasis in eight of the schools. In short, about half the 
dental schools seem to be conducting courses in dental public 
health. 


Nine dentists also having an M.P.H. (or M.S.P.H.) are as- 
sociated with the courses under discussion. Apparently other 
qualified persons assist with the courses. 


Twenty-three schools replied (three of the forty schools 
used to test the form were not asked) that a text book would 
be helpful. Only one school (Harvard) suggested that since 
the Fluorine and Nutrition information was incomplete a text- 
book should not be written at this time. One school uses 
Asigs's book and one uses Hogeboon's "Practical Pedodontia 
and Public Health Dentistry." The remaining schools seem to 
need a text. 


Recommendations; 


That the American Association of Public Health Dentists 
promote in every way feasible: 


1. Courses in general public health of at least one semes- 
ter's duration, taught by competent and qualified M.D.'s 
or Dr. P. H.'s. 


2. Courses in dental public health of at least one semes~ 
ter's duration following the prerequisite general public 
health course, taught by competent and qualified D.D.S.'s 
and preferably one who has had formal training in public 
health. 


3. And when adequate courses and teachers are lacking, the 
state dental director where the school is located, assist 
by offering his services to schools for conducting, if 
possible, or providing the training for a dentist on the 
staff of the school to conduct a course in dental public 
health. 


4. Assist in planning for field trips in various areas so 
that good public health dental programs may be observed by 
students. 


Je T. Fulton 
Ernest A. Branch 
W. J. Pelton, Chairman 





QUESTIONNAIRE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH DENTISTS 
Committee on Public Health Courses in Dental Schools 


Please return to: Doctor W. J. Pelton, Chairman 
615 Colorado Building 
Denver 2, Colorado 


1. Does your school conduct a course which covers public health aspects of 


dentistry for undergraduate students? Yes No 





2. What is exact title of the course? 








In what year is it taught? Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 


Hours devoted to course: Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior 





Are field trips made in connection with the course? Yes 
Please check topics receiving main emphasis in course: 


——2&. Public Health Administration Socio-Economic Influences on Dentistry 





—— Infant and Maternal Mortality Dental Needs and Surveys 
Vital Statistics Statistical Methods in Dentistry 
Communicable Disease Control Local Dental Programs 
Environmental Sanitation State Dental Programs 
Public Health Law Federal Agencies and Dentistry 
School Health Programs Public Health Activities of ADA 
Health Education Admin. Principles of Dental Prograns 
Public Health Nutrition Dental Health Education 


Medical Care Programs ; Foreign Dental Programs 


7. Name of person(s) teaching course 





8. List degree, background, and experience of person(s) responsible for conducting 


the course 








9. If no course in public health dentistry is offered at present, do you contem- 


plate including such a course in 1947-48? Yes No When? 





10. Would a textbook on Public Health Dentistry be helpful to you? Yes__. No_ 


ll. Please use reverse side for additional: remarks. 





(School) (Address) 





(Signature) 
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